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secretary readily assented. One other suggestion was that the
matter of the detail for this hazardous duty might be kept secret
as long as possible, so as to shorten the days of anxiety and rest-
lessness which he knew would be felt in his home by his wife
and children.

The secretary transferred the expedition, the detail, and all
business connected with its supplies, or with the work of pre-
paring the vessels for service, into his own office^ with instructions
to ask for what was needed, and, with Mr. Lincoln's advice and
help, the necessary commands were given. The following order,
given to the commanding officer, was in Ms hands for a fortnight
or more before it was known publicly:

Navy Department,

WASHINGTON, D. C., February 18, 1884.
Commander WINFIELD S. SCHLET,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Sir: Having been selected for the command of the Greely Relief Expe-
dition of 1884, you will make immediate and full preparation for the perform-
ance of your duties. You will investigate the circumstances of Lieutenant
Greely's voyage to Lady Franklin Sound in 1881 and of the attempts to relieve
him in 1882 and 1883, incidentally familiarizing yourself with the whole
subject of Arctic exploring and relief expeditions. You will examine the
Thetis and Bear, and all other ships which may be designed for the expedition,
and cooperate with the chiefs of bureaus in strengthening and equipping
them, giving particular attention to all the special articles of outfit necessary
in Arctic voyaging, including boats, sledges, dogs, houses, provisions, clothing,
navigation instruments, and the whole material of the expedition.

You will also consider and assist in the selection of the subordinate officers
and the enlistment of the crew; and on all points above indicated, and con-
cerning any steps which ought to be taken to give success to the expedition,
you will, from time to time, make to the department all suggestions and recom-
mendations which may occur to you as useful and important.

Very respectfully,

WILLIAM E. CHANDLER,

Secretary of the Navy.

As Congress had restricted tlie personnel of the expedition to
those who volunteered for its service, the secretaries further im-
posed a physical examination upon each officer, in order to be
certain that all who volunteered upon this unusual service were
free from bodily defects which might disqualify them for the
hard and exposed duties beyond the Arctic Circle. As a number K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
